
 

WALKER WEDNESDAY 
NEWS 

Pawprints 
At a Glance 

12/8 11:25 Language Labs 
12/8 3:05 Young Rembrandts 
12/8 3:05 Book Cook 
 
12/12 3:05 Chess Club 
12/12 7pm BOE at Admin 
 
12/13 3:05 TinkRWorks 
12/13 3:05 Executive Functioning 
 
12/14 11:25 Battle of the Books 
 
12/15 11:25 Language Labs 
12/15 3:05 Young Rembrandts 
 
12/19 NO CHESS CLUB TODAY! 
 
12/20 2:00 Giving&Sharing  
  Assembly 
12/20 3:05 TinkRWorks 
12/20 3:05 Executive Functioning 
 
12/21 11:25 Battle of the Books 
 
12/22-1/8 Winter Break 
 
2017!!  WELCOME BACK! 
1/9 11:25 Birthday Lunch 
1/9 3:05 Chess Club 

 

12/7/2016 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE WALKER 
STAFF! 

 
My Holiday Wish For You 

 
My Holiday wish for you, my friend 

Is not a simple one 
For I wish you hope and joy and peace 

Days filled with warmth and sun 
 

I wish you love and friendship too 
Throughout the coming year 

Lots of laughter and happiness 
To fill your world with cheer 

 
May you count your blessings, one by one 

And when totaled by the lot 
May you find all you’ve been given 
To be more than what you sought 

 
May your journeys be short, your burdens light 

May your spirit never grow old 
May all your clouds have silver linings 

And your rainbows pots of gold 
 

I wish this all and so much more 
May all your dreams come true 

May you have Happy Holidays my friend 
And a happy New Year, too! 

 
~Author Unknown~ 
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GIVING AND SHARING – Now Through 12/16/2016 
We especially need coins for the Coin Jug to support Kasha, an amur leopard that we support 
at Brookfield Zoo.  Thank you! 
 
Coin Jug - Brookfield Zoo Share the Care – 23 Years and Counting!! 
We need your coins!!  Walker has been adopting an animal at Brookfield Zoo for the past 23 
years!  It takes $300 to sponsor Kasha, an amur leopard. Our support helps the caretakers at 
the zoo to continue to provide quality food and expert care for their animals.   
 
Support HCS Family Services - This organization provides services to over 3,700 low-
income individuals living in Southeast DuPage County including the Villages of Hinsdale, 
Clarendon Hills, Darien, Burr Ridge, Westmont, Willowbrook and Oak Brook.  All donations 
should be new and unwrapped.   
 
Stop by the front foyer and drop your coins in the Coin Jug! Your donations are greatly 
appreciated!   

  12/7/2016 WALKER WEDNESDAY NEWS 

GIVING AND SHARING ASSEMBLY 
On Tuesday, December 20th, at 2:00 pm in the Gym/MPR, we’ll have our annual Giving and 
Sharing Assembly.  Our fifth graders will announce the total number of items donated during 
the Giving and Sharing program, and the Choir will provide some holiday cheer!  We’ll talk 
about the meaning of the Giving and Sharing program!  Every family and their jolly elves are 
invited to join us! 

MORE HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS 
AT 

WALKER SCHOOL! 

LUMINARIA will line the sidewalk of 
Walker School on Christmas Eve as part of 
the Clarendon Hills tradition.  A big thanks 
to the PTO for purchasing them, to Jose for 
scooping sand in the cold, and to our 4th 
grade volunteers who will help prepare 
them over a lunch hour.  And thank you to 
the following families who will help display 
them on Christmas Eve:   Backus, Korella, 
Lowe and Lynch. 
 
We look forward to seeing the luminaria 
throughout the town on Christmas Eve! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIFTH GRADE CAROLING 
Our 5th graders will be caroling in 
downtown Clarendon Hills on 
Wednesday, December 21st, from 12:30-
1:30 pm.  Come and hear young voices 
in the crisp air with some holiday spirit 
and good cheer!  If you have a 5th 
grader, remind them to dress warmly! 
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MONTHY CHALLENGE FROM PTO SCIENCE 
COMMITTEE 
Thank you to all who sent in the awe-inspiring Falling Leaves 
entries in November and congratulations to The English 
Garden Flowershop winners!! 
 
Please join in the next Science Challenge.  This month, 

encourage your student to participate in a food science baking 
challenge.  Take a picture of the final creations or a step along the 

way and send it to:  science@walkerpto.com (or return the attached flyer 
to the MRC) to receive a Walker Science Star certificate for their locker and be entered 
in a delicious cupcake raffle from Sue’s Cakery! 

  12/7/2016 WALKER WEDNESDAY NEWS 

 WEDNESDAY, December 14th   
 

…   WOODGRAIN PIZZERIA in Westmont    
     …    BE THERE! 
 

Dine in or carry out at WoodGrain Pizzeria in Westmont 
anytime during the day on Wednesday, December 
14th, and WoodGrain will donate 20%  of your purchase 
back to Walker PTO!  All you have to do is bring your 
flyer (attached) or mention you are participating in the 
Walker PTO fundraiser.  No cooking!  No cleaning dinner 
dishes!  Just drive 2 miles, feed your hungry family and 
raise money for your school.  How easy is that!! 

 
We Want Your Input on School Climate! 
 
Our school is looking for parent feedback on school climate through the Comprehensive 
School Climate Inventory – a 20-minute anonymous survey being administered online 
between December 5-16, 2016, to students in Grades 4-8 and made available to all staff 
and parents.  You will receive an email with the CSCI survey link on December 5th.  You 
will be asked to respond to a series of multiple choice questions on Safety, Teaching and 
Learning, Interpersonal Relationships and Institutional Environment.  The student survey is 
on display in the school office.  If you choose for your child(ren) not to participate in the 
CSCI, please inform the principal in writing no later than December 2.  Visit 
http://tinyurl.com/D181CSCI for more information. 
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DRESS FOR THE WEATHER!   
 
Cold weather has arrived and the 
students generally go outside for 
recess unless the wind chill is below 
0°F.  Students staying at school for 
lunch are outside for 25 minutes.  
Please make sure they wear hats, 
gloves, boots and scarves.  Children 
need to have boots and snow pants to 
play in the snow! 

 
SNOW DAY DECISION 
 
The decision to declare a snow 
day is made by our Superintendent 
after consulting many resources.  
You will be notified by phone 
through our automated phone 
system if a snow day is declared.  
You can also check the district 
website (www.d181.org) and/or local 
radio and television stations. 
 

  12/7/2016 WALKER WEDNESDAY NEWS 

VISION/HEARING SCREENING . . . during the month of December at Walker 
Performed by trained/certified Vision & Hearing staff in accordance with the Illinois Child 
Vision and Hearing Test Act (410 ILCS 205).   
Vision:  Performed annually on all children in special education, children new to the district, 
and teacher/parent referrals.  Once a child begins school, it is performed in grades K, 2 and 8.  
Children wearing glasses or contact lenses are included in the screening program, however the 
vision screening assessment is not administered.  At the time of screening, the examiner checks 
frames for breaks, and the lenses for scratches.  This screening is not a substitute for a complete 
eye and vision evaluation by an eye doctor.  Your child is not required to undergo the screening 
if an optometrist/ophthalmologist signed and completed an examination report within the 
previous 12 months. 
Hearing:  Performed on all school age children in grades K, 1, 2 and 3, in a special education 
program and/or have been referred by a teacher/parent; or are transfer students.  Contact June 
Zogas, (jzogas@d181.org) Walker Nurse, if you would like further information.  

ENRICHMENT 
 

Elementary Golf…..will start their 
next session when we return from 
Winter Break on January 13th.  
Enrollment is limited so be sure to 
sign up soon! 
 
Chess Club…..It’s not too late to 
join in!  The Open House was held 
last week, but you can still sign your 
child up for Chess Club.  Next 
session is Monday, 12/12/2016.   
 
See the attached flyers for more 
information on the above sessions!  

  

 



 5 

LIBRARY LEGACY 
Thank you for donating a book to the Walker Library (MRC) and for creating a legacy that 
will last for years to come.  Library Legacy is a great way to support the MRC by 
purchasing one of the preselected books located in our display case.  These books can be 
donated anytime throughout the school year.  Your family name will appear on the first 
page of the book with your personalized dedication. 
 
We are very proud of our MRC and are grateful to everyone mentioned below for donating 
books at the recent book fair.  Over $550 worth of books were purchased for the MRC.  
This is a special way for us to fill the shelves with books that may not otherwise be 
available to out students.   Thank you to the following families for their generosity! 
 
Patel     Gaffney    Schwarz 
Molis     Dillenburg    Mannarino 
Stanner    Lambert    Korbus 
Rock     McCurry    Ahmed 
Mannor    Cashman    Hornsby 
Makkas    Jeffords    Cunningham 
Korella    McCarthy    DaSilva 
Kozlowski    Ascher    Wibbenmeyer 
Shah     Forcash    Backus 
Pedersen    Deis     Cook 

  WALKER WEDNESDAY NEWS 12/7/2016 

YEARBOOK - You can still order your yearbook for $25 (or upgrade to a hard copy for an 
additional $6.95).  Included in the price, you will be able to create 2 customized pages in 
the book for your child!  Upload those sports/dance/birthday party photos and create your own 
custom 2-page spread for your child.  You have until April 2017 to complete this, so no rush! 
 
Our new vendor, TreeRing is focused on GOING GREEN.  They will plant a tree in Walker 
School’s honor for every yearbook purchased!!  Walker School PTO will receive $6.78 back 
from TreeRing for every yearbook purchased.  These funds will be used to support other PTO 
events and projects. 
 
If you have any questions about the yearbook, contact the Yearbook Committee:  
yearbook@walkerpto.com. 

THANK YOU WALKER! 
Thank you for making the Walker School Fall Book Fair 
so successful.  The proceeds from all of your generous 
book purchases allowed us to add many books to our 
collection. 
 
A big thank you to all of the volunteers who helped out 
during the Book Fair which included set-up and take-
down.  We couldn’t have a successful book fair without 
all of your support! 
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CONTACT US: 
Walker School  630.861.4600 
Jan Martin, Secretary      Ext. 4601 
June Zogas, Nurse       Ext. 4608 
Eric Chisausky, Principal     Ext. 4604 
Absence Line       Press “1” 
Fax    630.887.0387 
 

WALKER SCHOOL HOURS: 
School Day:  8:35 am – 3:05 pm 
AM Kindergarten 8:35 am – 11:25 am 
Lunch   11:25 – 12:15 pm 
PM Kindergarten 12:15 – 3:05 pm 

  WALKER WEDNESDAY NEWS 12/7/2016 

WALKER FLYERS: 
Science Challenge 
Yearbook 
WoodGrain Fundraising Flyer 
Elementary Golf 
Chess Club 
 
 
 
 
 
Submissions for WWNews are due 
by Monday at noon.  Thank you! 

Save the Date:  January 24 HMS Construction Update Event 
District 181 is hosting two HMS Construction Update events - one in December for the 
immediate business and residential neighbors of HMS, and a separate event 
on Tuesday, January 24 for all community members. No registration will be required. 
The January 24 event (6:30-7:30pm at HMS) will be an opportunity for the administration 
and construction partners to meet with residents interested in learning more about all key 
aspects of the project, including timeline, budget, design, and site logistics. There will 
also be time for community Q&A. Please save the date! For more information, 
visit www.d181.org > Our District > HMS Construction. 

D181 Welcoming Applicants for HMS Construction Advisory Task Force 
District 181 is gathering a small team of parents, residents, and local business leaders 
who have expertise in architecture, commercial construction, facilities, or finance to form a 
task force that will serve in an advisory capacity for the administration during HMS 
construction. Specifically, the task force may be asked to perform tasks like monitoring 
expenditures, reviewing change orders, and making recommendations related to the 
schedule. If you have such expertise and are willing to volunteer your time, or you know a 
resident who may be interested, we invite you to access the Community Task Force 
overview and application, available online at www.d181.org > Our District > HMS 
Construction. Application materials are due by Friday, December 16. 



  Sponsored by the Walker PTO 

There are many 
chemical 
transformations 
that occur during 
cooking. For 
instance, butter 
remains a solid 
state in the 
refrigerator, but at 
room temperature 
it softens to a 
spreadable 
consistency, and 
melts to a thin 
liquid consistency 
at 90-95*F.  When 
the disk of dough 
returns back to 
the refrigerator to 
firm-up, the butter 
changes again 
making the entire 
ball of dough firm 
which allows us to 
have an easier 
time rolling out 
the dough to the 
desired thickness. 
It is also easier to 
use cookie cutters 
while the dough is 
still cold from the 
refrigerator. 

DECEMBER 2016

SCIENCE Challenge 
Sugar Cookies

What we know 

Ingredients 
2 cups all-purpose flour   3/4 cup white sugar 

1/4 tsp salt     1 large egg 

3/4 cup salted butter softened   1 tsp pure vanilla extract 

Colored sugar or other decorations 

In a medium bowl, combine the flour and salt. In a large bowl, cream the butter 
and sugar. Add in the egg and vanilla, and beat until well mixed. Scrape down 
the sides of the bowl then add in the flour mixture. Blend until just combined. 

Gather the dough into a ball then flatten it into a disk. Wrap the dough tightly     
in plastic wrap or place it in a plastic bag. Refrigerate for 1 hour until firm. 

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees Fahrenheit.  On a floured surface, roll out the 
dough to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut dough into desired shapes and place on an 

uncreased cookie sheet. Decorate with sprinkles.  Bake for 13-15 minutes, being 
careful not to brown them, then immediately transfer them to a cool surface.  

Student Name:____________________________________________________ 

Signature:____________________________________Teacher: ____________ 

WE LOVE SCIENCE!  
Join us in a Food Science challenge as 
we ramp up for the Science Fair. This 
month we are baking sugar cookies. 
After your Science Star explores this 
challenge, sign this paper and 
return it to the MRC or email us a 
picture of them working (and your 
child’s name/teacher) to 
science@walkerpto.com before 
Tuesday, December 20th to be 
recognized and entered in a cupcake 
raffle from Sue’s Cakery. 



  Sponsored by the Walker PTO 



Patent Pending ©            TreeRing Corporation

Add photos from your computer, 
Facebook & Flickr. 

Add memories & photos from throughout 
the year. Share them with your classmates 
to include in their personal pages.

Send and receive Bling and signatures. A 
great way to share expressions of friendship!

To Purchase & Customize Your Yearbook*:
*Must be a parent or student 13 years or older.

     Go to www.TreeRing.com/validate

     Enter our school’s passcode:

Regular Price:

Add Photos  &  Memories  to Your 2 Free  Custom  Pages

Capture Your Memories in this Year's

Yearbook!

1

2

IF PURCHASED BY

NOVEMBER 30

1014640967574313

Walker School

2016

$25.00



HELP RAISE MONEY FOR WALKER PTO!
WE WILL BE DONATING 20% OF ALL SALES* ON DECEMBER 14, 2016.

woodgrainpizzeria.com
19 W. Ogden Avenue • Westmont • 630.541.9249

Your pizza is made-to-order with real, fresh ingredients. 
Create your pizza and we’ll bake it in our genuine wood-fired (WOOD) oven. Start 
with our classic Neapolitan dough (GRAIN), add your favorite sauce, exceptional 
quality toppings, and real cheese.  At 800 degrees, 90 seconds is all it takes to 

produce a crispy and tender pizza in the Neapolitan tradition.
We love giving YOU exactly what you want. You create, we deliver!

WALKER PTO “DINNER BELL DAY”
ON DECEMBER 14TH! 

* Benefit sales are pre-tax & cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions. Alcoholic beverage sales are excluded.





Join The Walker Chess Club! 

Register online 
www.IllinoisChessTeachers.com 

Use coupon code walker and save $10 
 

 

FREE Chess Club Pizza Party 
Monday Dec. 5th 3:05 in the Learning Lab 

Everyone Welcome to attend the 1st class free  
 

 

 

 

 

Students will learn: Chess strategy, tactics, piece placement, and endgame play 
Activities Include: Chess tournaments, team games, fun, and making new friends  

 

No chess experience needed 

All skill levels from Complete Beginner to Expert are welcome 
New Lessons, Games, Worksheets, and Tournaments this session 

Mondays from 3:05 pm – 4:05 pm 

Class Dates:  12/5, 12/12, 1/9, 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13, 2/27 

$119 Activity Fee. 

Reminder no Chess on Monday 12/19  

 

 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 

Contact us  
Paul Raso (630)-674-3474, Paul@illinoischessteachers.com 

   Blair Machaj (630)-204-6245, Blair@illinoischessteachers.com 
 

Please do not register by check, online registration is very much preferred thanks! 

http://www.illinoischessteachers.com/
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