
 

WALKER WEDNESDAY 
NEWS 

Pawprints 
At a Glance 

10/13 11:25 Language Labs 
10/13 3:05 Young Rembrandts 
10/13 3:05 Book Cook-Session I 
 
10/14 Kindergarten Field Trp 
10/14 3:05 Elementary Golf 
 
10/17 3:05 Chess Club 
10/17 7pm BOE at Admin 
 
10/18 3:05 TinkRWorks 
 
10/19-10/21 Gr. 5 – Outdoor Ed 
 
10/20 11:25 Language Labs 
10/20 3:05 Young Rembrandts 
10/20 3:05 Book Cook 
 
10/21 3:05 Elementary Golf 
 
10/24 9am HMS Informational Mtg. 
10/24 3:05 Chess Club 
 
10/25 3:05 TinkRWorks-new session 
 
10/26 7pm PTO General Meeting 

 

10/12/2016 

SILENT PARADE  
 
On Friday, October 14th, at 7 
pm the 22nd Annual Silent 
Parade will originate at 
Garfield Street and Chicago 
Avenue in Hinsdale proceeding west through 
Clarendon Hills, Westmont, Downers Grove and 
ending in Lisle.  Residents from all over are 
encouraged to line the streets with American 
flags and flashlights to pay their respects for 
lives lost, and to express gratitude for the men 
and women who proudly serve their 
communities as first responders, firefighters 
and emergency medical services personnel.  
The Silent Parade honors firefighters who lost 
their lives in the line of duty and civilians who 
have died as a result of fire.  All emergency 
vehicles participating in this parade will display 
their lights only; no sirens will be sounded.  Fire 
and emergency vehicles from all over the metro 
Chicago area participate in this event.  A brief 
memorial service will follow at the end of the 
parade at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1101 
Kimberly Way (two blocks south of Route 53 and 
Maple Avenue) in Lisle at 7:45 pm.  
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  WALKER WEDNESDAY NEWS 10/12/2016 

 
 
     WALKER AUCTION WINNERS! 
 
 Thank you to all who supported the raffle this year!   

 
ITEM	 STAFF	 RAFFLE	 WINNER	
T1	 Miss	Thornquist	 No	Tricks,	Just	Treats	 Liam	Will	
T2	 Miss	Thornquist	 No	Tricks,	Just	Treats	 Stella	Christensen	
T3	 Mrs.	Serrano	 Tricks	and	Treats	 Emily	Pierce	
T4	 Ms.	Matichak	 Tricks	and	Treats	 Weston	Flanagan	

T5	 Mrs.	Jung	 Bike	the	Drive	
Lucas	Will	
Claire	Sigmund	

T6	 Mrs.	Lee	 Bike	the	Drive	
Cameron	Morgan	
Olivia	Tobolski	

T7	 Mrs.	Perkowski	 Bike	the	Drive	
Quentin	Sweeney	
Sophia	Kavuliak	

T8	 Mrs.	Wade	 SPOOKtacular	Fun!	 Rowan	Schneider	
T9	 Mrs.	Paciga	 SPOOKtacular	Fun!	 Gavin	Chan	
T10	 Mrs.	Karrow	 Hot	Cocoa	and	Cookies	 Bridget	Schwarz	
T11	 Mrs.	Heck	 Hot	Cocoa	and	Cookies	 Nikolas	Makkas	
T12	 Mrs.	Marek	 Start	the	Day	Right!	 Ian	Miller	
T13	 Miss	Mueller	 Start	the	Day	Right!	 Miette	Morris	

T14	 Mrs.	Page-O'Connell	 Pizza	Puzzle	Party	
Annie	Rocca	
Mia	Molis	

T15	 Ms.	Bonga	 Reading	Luncheon	with	Mrs.	Bonga	
Sophia	Kavuliak	
Tatum	Korella	

T16	

Mr.	Chisausky	
Mrs.	Martin	
Mrs.	Zogas	 Join	Us	for	Movie	Time	

Quentin	Sweeney	
Marin	Kennedy	
Kendall	Forcash	

T17	

Miss	Felix	
Mrs.	Hendrix	
Mrs.	Krumin	
Mrs.	Tomanovich	
Mrs.	Voss	 Creative	Cookies	&	Cocoa	

Landon	Wolny	
Nicholas	Podolak	
Gavin	Chan	
Matt	Haggard	
Evelyn	Tobolski	

T18	

Mrs.	Andrlik	
Mrs.	Marshall	
Ms.	Smiley	
Mrs.	Sciaccotta	 Movie	Night	

Matt	Haggard	
Colleen	Korella	
Chloe	Mannarino	
Elizabeth	McCurry	

T19	 Mrs.	Murphy	 Crossing	Guard	Assistant	 Sophia	Admire	

T20	
Mr.	Koletsos	
Mrs.	Kane	 Lunch	on	the	New	LEGO®	Couch	 Grady	Schroeder	
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AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT 
TinkRWorks will begin their next project “Art Electric” on October 25th.  This session is being 
offered to students in Grades 2 and 3 and will run for four weeks on Tuesdays from 3:10-
4:30 pm.  Sign up early – these sessions are very popular!! 
 
See attached flyer for details. 

MONTHLY CHALLENGE FROM  
THE SCIENCE COMMITTEE! 
The PTO will be issuing a monthly Science challenge to help 
get us all excited for the winter Science Fair.  This month, 
encourage your student to build a house (or any structure) using a deck of 
playing cards.  Take a picture of the structure and send it to walker60514@gmail.com or 
return the attached flyer to the MRC to receive a certificate and be entered in a raffle.   
 
More details and instructions can be found in the flyer! 

ROTARY RUN 
On Sunday, October 16th, the 22nd annual Hinsdale Rotary Run will take place at The 
Community House on Madison Street in Hinsdale.  Students, family members and even 
pets from all D181 schools will pack the streets for this fun-filled event.   Please visit 
the website to register or for more information on the run: 
http://www.rotaryruncharityclassic.org.   
 
Please remember to sign up under Walker School when registering! 

OATMEAL DRIVE – 10/17 to 10/21 
The 4th grade Girl Scouts are holding a drive for 
oatmeal and other needed supplies for the O’Brien 
School for the Massai.  We will be collecting Quaker 
Oatmeal (not “instant oatmeal) from 10/17 – 10/21.  
Girls will be out front to accept donations during drop 
off on Monday and Tuesday mornings, and there will 
be a collection wagon in the front hallway through Friday afternoon. 
The school has a new science and art room so they are in need of these other items: 
 
3-hole punched paper  Construction paper   Coloring books 
Ball point pens   Old calculators   Magnifying glasses 
Microscopes     
 
Other science or art supplies (except for crayons and colored 
pencils) 
 
Thank you for your help! 
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HALLOWEEN COSTUMES:  Our goal is to have a safe and fun environment so all 
students can celebrate and enjoy Halloween. Please follow these guidelines: 

Costumes should be appropriate for an elementary school. 
No weapons of any kind may be brought to school, nor may the costumes depict 
blood or any type of violence; 
Hair dye will be allowed, however it must be applied at home (and try to avoid 
sprays/dyes that have a strong odor). 
Face paint may be used to enhance a costume, i.e. whiskers for a kitten or a black 
eye for a football player, but the entire face cannot be covered with paint.  For 
safety reasons we need to be able to identify children quickly, if necessary. 
Costumes must be safe for students to walk up and down stairs. 
Costumes should be reasonable in size and decoration so that children can sit at 
their desks and go about the routines of their normal day (i.e. avoiding sumo 
wrestling costumes). 

If you have questions regarding your child’s costume, contact the classroom teacher 
well in advance of Halloween. 
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VETERANS DAY 
PLANNING 

We are looking for pictures of 
your loved ones in uniform for a 
Veteran’s Day slideshow.  
Please email them to Mrs. 
Sciaccotta or drop them off to 
her at school.  Make sure they are 
clearly labeled with your name so they 
can be returned. 
 
Jaime Sciaccotta 
jsciaccotta@d181.org 
 
Thank you! 

PTO GENERAL 
MEETING 

Join us for a PTO 
General Meeting on 

Wednesday, October 
26th from 7-8:30 pm in 

the MRC. 
Allison Voss, Walker School Social 
Worker, will be our guest speaker:  

“How to Make a Difference in Your 
Child’s Social and Emotional 

Health.”   

 
WE LOVE BOX TOPS! 

 
Our 5th graders purchase new 

items every year using money 
generated from collecting Box Tops.  

Please send your Box Tops to school to 
help raise money.  You can deposit them in 
the box located inside the main entrance.  
Two Halloween themed collection sheets 
are attached. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
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CONTACT US: 
Walker School  630.861.4600 
Jan Martin, Secretary      Ext. 4601 
June Zogas, Nurse       Ext. 4608 
Eric Chisausky, Principal     Ext. 4604 
Absence Line       Press “1” 
Fax    630.887.0387 
 

WALKER SCHOOL HOURS: 
School Day:  8:35 am – 3:05 pm 
AM Kindergarten 8:35 am – 11:25 am 
Lunch   11:25 – 12:15 pm 
PM Kindergarten 12:15 – 3:05 pm 
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WALKER FLYERS: 
Science Challenge 
Thanks from O’Brien School 
Box Tops Collection Sheets 
TinkRWorks 
District Flyers 
 
 
 
Submissions for WWNews are due 
by Monday at noon.  Thank you! 

DISTRICT NEWS 
HMS Referendum Informational Events 
The D181 Board of Education approved a resolution to place a referendum question on the ballot 
in the 11/8/16 election, which seeks authorization to sell up to $53,329,194 in bonds for the 
purpose of building a new school replacing HMS. The community is invited to participate in any of 
several upcoming events to learn more about the referendum, ask questions, and explore the 
HMS building. All community members are welcomed, and no advance registration is required. 
Detailed information about the proposed design, cost, and timeline is available on the District's 
website at www.d181.org > Our District > HMS Referendum. 
• Thursday, 10/13 (6:30-7:30pm at HMS) Informational Presentation, Q&A, School Tours 
• Tuesday, 10/18 (11:30am-12:30pm at Prospect School, Clarendon Hills) Informational 

Presentation, Q&A 
• Monday, 10/24 (9-10am at Walker School, Clarendon Hills) Informational Presentation, Q&A 
• Tuesday, 10/25 (6:30-7:30pm at HMS) Town Hall Meeting, School Tours 
• Thursday, 11/3 (6:30-7:30pm at HMS) Informational Presentation, Q&A, School Tours 
• Sunday, 11/6 (1-3pm at HMS) Open House, School Tours 
"Providing for Your Loved One: How Can a Special Needs Trust Help?" 
Parents are invited to attend this presentation on Tuesday, October 25 at Monroe (7-8pm).  This 
session will discuss proper planning when leaving a special needs child or other loved one with an 
inheritance or other funds and how to help ensure he/she will be eligible for supplemental benefits 
to which he or she is entitled. Led by Joseph Monahan, the founder of Monahan Law Group, LLC - 
a preeminent mental health law attorney in Illinois, professor, and advocate. 
"Fostering Childhood & Teen Success Without Compromising Mental Health or Losing the 
Joy of Learning" 
The community is invited to attend this event hosted jointly by D181 and D86. Clinical psychologist 
Madeline Levine, Ph.D., the best-selling author of "The Price of Privilege" and "Teach Your 
Children Well" will speak candidly about what she feels are the current hot button topics for 
parents, schools, and kids. This event will be held Thursday, October 27 at The Community 
House (9:30-11am and 7-8:30pm). Registration can be completed online at 
http://conta.cc/2dA69Ca for the morning session, or online at http://conta.cc/2dA7UPW for the 
evening session. 



  Sponsored by the Walker PTO 

Playing cards    
Flat surface 

Start Building 
Build a house, 
tower, castle  or 
anything you 
imagine using 
only the playing 
cards.  Experiment 
with how to build 
the strongest 
structure, what 
works best? 

What We Know 
The force holding 
the cards in place 
is friction between 
two (or more) 
surfaces that are in 
contact.  Playing 
cards are often 
laminated smooth 
(as are tables) 
which makes this 
project tough.  
Gravity is the force 
that causes the 
cards to fall. 

Not all structures need 
to use a triangle base, 
what other ways can 

you create a strong and 
favorite supportive 

base?

What happens when 
you build on a textured 
surface like carpeting 

instead of a smooth flat 
table?

Now what if you could 
use other materials to 
connect the cards to 
each other like paper 

clips or tape?

OCTOBER 2016

SCIENCE Challenge 
House of Cards

Materials: 

Student Name:____________________________________________________ 

Signature:____________________________________Teacher: ____________ 

WE LOVE SCIENCE!  
Please join us in a series of open 
ended challenges as we ramp up for 
the Science Fair. This month we are 
constructing playing card structures. 
After your Science Star completes the 
challenge, sign this paper and 
return it to the MRC and/or email 
us a picture of their best creation 
(and your child’s name/teacher) to 
walker60514@gmail.com before the 
end of the month to be recognized 
and entered in a raffle to win prizes 
donated by The Daily Scoop! 

FURTHER EXPLORATION 

mailto:walker60514@gmail.com?subject=Science%20Challenge
mailto:walker60514@gmail.com?subject=Science%20Challenge




©General Mills

I've got
school spirit!

Trick or treat!
Thank you for helping! Clipped Box Tops are each worth 10¢ for 
your child’s school. Bonus certificates should not be attached 
to this sheet – please submit them separately. To see more 
ways to earn cash for your child’s school, go to BTFE.com.

GHOULS FOR SCHOOLS!
COLLECT ALL THE BOX TOPS FLOATING AROUND YOUR HOUSE!



©General Mills

    ¡Tengo
espíritu escolar!

¿Me da mi calaverita?
¡Gracias por ayudar! Cada Box Top que reúne le da 10 centavos 
para su escuela; solo complete esta hoja para recaudar fondos 
y envíela a la escuela. Para ver más formas de ganar efectivo, 
visite BTFE.com.

¡CALAVERITAS PARA LAS ESCUELAS!
REUNE TODOS LOS BOX TOPS DE ALREDEDOR DE TU CASA



©General Mills

Thank you for helping! Clipped Box Tops are each worth 10¢ for your child’s school. Bonus certificates 
should not be attached to this sheet – please submit them separately. To see more ways to earn cash for 
your child’s school, go to BTFE.com. See more collection sheets at BTFE.com/collectionsheets.



TinkRcamp 2016
Science | Technology | Engineering | Arts | Math

S T E A M

Walker After-School Program

Science | Technology | Engineering | Arts | Math
S T E A M

TinkRworks is a new and innovative provider 
of exceptional and enriching STEAM 
experiences for children that:
• Foster a love of creating
• Enhance problem-solving skills
• Reinforce and expand upon the 

concepts and ideas taught in school
• Provide delight and inspire curiosity

Overview

Approach
At TinkRworks, we immerse children in 
projects with defined objectives—just like 
the real world!  Using combinations of 21st 
century skills (e.g., coding, 3D‐printing, 
electronics) and traditional skills (e.g. 
woodworking, painting) they achieve 
beautiful results. 

21 W Second Street, 3rd floor
Hinsdale, IL 60521 (708) 401-5956 1www.TinkRworks.com

Hey Walker Parents!

It’s time for some ART ELECTRIC
brought to you by TinkRworks

Unlock your child’s CREATIVITY and ignite their PASSION FOR LEARNING!
Build their PROBLEM-SOLVING and CRITICAL-THINKING skills!

Our instructor base is comprised of PhDs,
technology-industry veterans, teachers, 
and  child-development specialists all of 
whom have strong passion and interest in 
propelling  each TinkRer to success. 

Excellence in Instruction

2016 TinkRworks, LLC.  All rights reserved

Project name:  Art Electric

Project description:
In Art Electric, children will bring artwork to life by 
combining electronics with artwork they create!  During 
this 4-week project, children will first choose a wooden 
template—a Walker Wildcat, a Thanksgiving turkey, or a 
snowman—and then use LEDs, sensors,  micro-computers, 
and of course lots of paint, to create beautiful artwork.  
They then will code the electronics to light up and play all 
different sounds when people approach.  And, best of all, 
children take their artwork home with them at the end!

Ages:  Walker 2nd and 3rd graders.

Dates:  4 sessions, once weekly:
• Tuesday, Oct. 25th

• Tuesday, Nov. 1st

• Tuesday, Nov. 8th

• Tuesday, Nov. 15th

Time:  3:10 – 4:30 each week.

Cost:  Introductory rate of $125

Registration:  Now open! Give us a call right now at
708-401-5956, or register online at www.TinkRworks.com.

Art Electric begins on Oct. 25th



www.d181.org > Our District > HMS Referendum  •  630.861.4924  •  On Twitter @CCSD181

HMS Referendum
Community Events

Thursday, October 13
Presentation • Q&A • School Tours

Hinsdale Middle School
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Tuesday, October 18
Presentation • Q&A

Prospect School, Clarendon Hills 
11:30am - 12:30pm

Monday, October 24
Presentation • Q&A

Walker School, Clarendon Hills
9am - 10am

Tuesday, October 25
Town Hall Meeting • School Tours

Hinsdale Middle School
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Thursday, November 3
Presentation • Q&A • School Tours

Hinsdale Middle School
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Sunday, November 6
Open House • School Tours

Hinsdale Middle School
1pm - 3pm



 

2016-2017 
 

Madeline Levine 
 
Fostering Childhood & Teen Success  
Without Compromising Mental Health or  
Losing the Joy of Learning 
 
 
October 27, 2016, 9:30am - 11:00am      
October 27, 2016, 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
Location:  The Community House 

 
 

Kristen Race 
 
Mindful Parenting  
Simple and Powerful Mindfulness  
Solutions for Raising Creative, Engaged,  
Happy Kids in Today’s Hectic World 
 
 
February 7, 2017,   7:00pm - 8:30pm    
February 8, 2017,   9:30am -11:00am 
Location:  The Community House 
 
    
 

Documentary Film with 
Filmmaker Delaney Ruston  
 
Screenagers 
Growing up in the Digital Age 
 
 
May 2, 2017,   7:00pm - 9:00pm 
May 3, 2017   9:30am - 11:30am 
Location: The Community House 
 

 
 

  

The Community Speaker Series 
presented by District 86 and District 181 

 

Nationally Renowned Experts 
 Informing and Inspiring Families in the K-12 Community About Important Issues in Education, Wellness, and Parenting 

 

Madeline Levine, Ph.D. is a psychologist with close to 30 years of 
experience as a clinician, consultant, educator and author. She has 
had a large clinical practice with an emphasis on child and 
adolescent problems and parenting issues. Her New York Times 
bestsellers, The Price of Privilege and Teach Your Children Well, 
explore the reasons teenagers from affluent families are 
experiencing epidemic rates of emotional problems and tackle our 
current narrow definition of success in education. Dr. Levine is 
highly sought after as a lecturer and keynote speaker for parents, 
educators and business leaders both nationally and internationally.  

 

Dr. Delaney Ruston is a filmmaker, Stanford-trained doctor and 
mother of two. Along with Screenagers, her award-winning feature 
documentaries include Unlisted: A Story of Schizophrenia (PBS), 
about her father, and Hidden Pictures (PBS), about global mental 
health. Delaney has been invited to speak and screen these and 
other films to hundreds of audiences in diverse settings around the 
world--such as at primary schools, conferences, medical centers, 
universities, the United Nations, the TEDx stage in Seattle and the 
World Health Organization. For her work in using film in launching 
advocacy movements, Delaney has won several awards. She has 
provided primary care in underserved clinics for over a decade.  
 

 

Dr. Kristen Race fuses the science of the brain with simple 
mindfulness strategies for adults and children, all designed to create 
habits that counter stress and lead to resilience. Her work has been 
featured in The New York Times, NPR, The Washington Post, CNN, 
Chicago Tribune, Parenting Magazine and Real Simple. She is a 
regular blogger for The Huffington Post and Psychology Today and is 
a TEDx speaker. Through her company, Mindful Life, Kristen has 
created brain-based mindfulness programs and given talks to 
parents, educators, psychologists and executives all over the globe.  

  

 

 

 

For more information or to register for a program, visit www.d181foundation.org 
 
                                                                  

 



Providing for  
Your Loved One 
How Can a Special Needs Trust Help?

Tue.
October 

25
7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Monroe  
School

Many parents or other caring family 
members have the best of 
intentions when leaving a 
special-needs child or 
another loved one 
with an inheritance 
or other funds.  
But far too often, 
due to incorrect 
planning, their 
loved one becomes 
ineligible for 
supplemental 
benefits to which he 
or she is entitled or 
loses a significant portion 
of his or his funds in the process.

A Special Needs Trust enables a loved 
one with a disability to have 

an unlimited amount of 
assets held in trust for 

his or her benefit, 
providing additional 
care over and above 

any governmental 
benefits. By setting 
up a Special Needs 

Trust, you can 
avoid jeopardizing 

eligibility for 
supplemental benefits 

or having to forgo your 
loved one’s inheritance.

For more information: Community Consolidated School District 181  
115 West 55th Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514  •  630.861.4901 • www.d181.org  •  Twitter: @CCSD181

Joseph Monahan is the founder 
of Monahan Law Group, LLC 
and one of the preeminent 
mental health law attorneys in 
Illinois. Under Mr. Monahan’s 
direction, the firm provides legal 
services to over 70 hospitals and 
numerous mental health clinics, 
child welfare agencies, and social 
service agencies.In addition to 
professional clients, Mr. Monahan 
also represents individuals at 
all levels of administrative and 
judicial proceedings.

Mr. Monahan is an Adjunct Professor 
of Law at Loyola University Chicago 
School of Law, where he has 
taught mental health law for over 
20 years. He has also taught at 
Northwestern University School of 
Law. Mr. Monahan has repeatedly 
served as Chair of the Illinois State 
Bar Association Mental Health Law 
Committee and has been appointed 
to numerous other leadership 
positions in the state and local 
not-for-profit groups throughout his 
longstanding career.  

Mr. Monahan is a steadfast 
advocate for persons with 
disabilities, their families, 
and the professionals who 
serve them. He cares deeply 
about each of his clients and 
strives to represent them 
with principled advocacy and 
practical legal advice.

About the Presenter 
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